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11 TIM. iv. 7, 8. 


I have foug bt a good fight ; / # . 
Fniſbed my coſe; I have "_ the 
Faitb. 

Henceforth there is laid up for me a 

crown of ri ghbteouſneſs, which the 


Lord the righteous judge ſhall give 


me at that day: and not to me only, 


but unto all 5; an alſo, that love bis 
tn þ 


F we believe, what we naturally hope, 
that we ſhall ſurvive the ruins of death; 
if we believe, what we conſtantly ſee, 
that Mankind is flowing in ſucceſſive ge- 


nerations into this new ſtate of exiſtence; © and 


that we ourſelves mingle with the paſſing throng: 

nothing can be more reaſonable, on ſuch prin- 
ples, than to enter frequently into the views of 
Futurity ; than to form our lives upon this ex- 


tenſive plan, and act up to the hopes of 1 im- 


mortality. 

When death is the ſubject, the immediate 
view of the funeral rites may ſtrike a deep im- 
preſſion into the mind. The ſolemn toll 
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moved after a ſhort trial 
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mourting-—the 1 2 11ND dear | 
an open grave ſcattered ach = remains of the 
paſt generation, are circumſtances which natu- 
rally give the mind à ſertous turn; and make 


levity itſelf look demure. But rational crea- 


tures ſhould be rather es and determined 
ir paſſions. The 
certainty and importance of ourown death ſhould 
as effectually move and engage us, as if imagina- 
Scene; and the 
vie w of it in others ſhould teach us ro number 
our days, ſo as to apply:our bearts to wiſdom *. 
When the Death of a Miniſter is the ſubject, 
religion as well as humanity concur to raiſe 
the meaſure of bur grief. When ſuch a one 


dies, we loſe not only a friend, but inftruRor ; 


one whoſe life and labours were devoted to 


ſerve our belt intereſts. - This makes the ſub- 


ject of death ſtill more intereſting, and ſhould 


be conſidered as a particular call of progidauce 
to improve the ſad event. 
This, my Friends, at preſent is your caſe, — 
| Your Paſtor, whom 1 have Jong known, an 
honeſt, faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, is re- 
his endeavours a- 
mongſt you . A lingring, painful Sickneſs, 
which he bore with great patience and ſub- 
miſſion, concluded his life and work. He 
is gone to give up his account, and it is a proper 
time for you to confider of your own, that your 
meeting e in the 4X, day of the Lord, 
might 


s Pſalm xc, 12, * About three Years, 


the greas Support in Death. 5 
might be to your mutual comfort and joy. He 
has reſtrained me from ſpeaking of him in thoſe 
terms of reſpect, which I ſhould be otherwiſe 
inclined to do. His deſire was that his death 
might be improved, but that his character ſhould 
be referred to the Judgment-day, when, free 
from the partiality . of friendſhip, or the cenſure 
of ill-will, it would appear without diſguiſe. 
However I may be allowed to offer the cha- 
rafter of St. Paul in the cloſe of his miniſtry 
and life, A character, which I doubt not, but 
every faithful Miniſter would imitate ; without 
", pretending to reach the height of his zeal, or 
the abundance of his labours and ſucceſs. We 
may confider the paſſage, I have read, not on- 
ly as delivered by an Apoſtle, but a chriſtian. 
It contains a character, which every good man 
ſhould aim at for his own. It is no other than, 
upon a review of liſe, to be able to rejoice in 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and the ex- 
Lp of a lively hope. I have faugbt a 
fight, I bave finiſhed my courſe ; I have 
goo the 2 16 N there is laid up for 
me a croum f righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
righteous judge ſball give me in that day, and 
not to me only ; but unto all them alſo, that love 
bis appearing. The bleſſedneſs, you ſee by the 
laſt clauſe, is referred to all good chriſtians, and 
we may without violence apply the other part 
to them: the one as the ſubject of their duty, 
the other as the object of their hope. 
The Apoſtle had a near proſpect of death. + 
am nov ready i 10 be offered, or to be made a B 
8 crifice 


- « 
* 
* 5 * 
* 


A good Conſciente, &c. 


crifice of, and the time of my departure is at 


hand *. He did not ſay this from any experi- 
ence of 2 dangerous ſickneſs; or the infirmities 
of old age: but from what he foreſaw would 
very likely befal him in his preſent circum- 
ſtances, He was now impriſoned, deſerted by 
his friends, perſecuted by his enemies; and to 
be judged very ſoon by that cruel Emperor, 
Nero. This is the perſon, which he is ſuppoſ- 
ed to mean by the Lion afterwards ©; from 


whom he was happily delivered at his firſt hear- 


ing, but he had no hopes of eſcaping at the ſe- 
cond, which was not far off, 

In this ſituation, as he ſtood on the verge of 
life, he takes a view of both worlds, and finds a 


fair encouraging proſpect either way. He 


looked to what was paſt, and his conſcience 
bore him this teſtimony ; 1 have fought a good 
fight ; I have finiſhed my courſe ; I have hs tbe 
faith. He looked to . was to come, and 
he felt the joyful hope and expectation of bleſ- 
ſedneſs, henceforth there is laid up for me a 


croun of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the rigb- 
teous judge ſhall give me, &c. 


In the words 


we have theſe two pares, vix. 


T. . The account which the A gives Y 
bis af life. 


1 . The hope and expectation which be 
expreſs of future ble * A 
oth. 


£&, * TE 3. .- 


the great Support in Death. 7 


Both parts are inſeperably connected by the 
Will of God, as well as by the reaſon and fit- 
neſs of things. Without endeavouring the for- 
mer, we can have no reaſonable hope of en- 
joying the latter. Without the one we ſhall 
have no title or diſpoſition for the other. They 


are both neceflary to render death, if not more 


amiable, yet certainly leſs dreadful, The 
greatneſs of the hope will be a good counter- 
poiſe to the diſtreſs of our fears; and the plea- 
ſure of what we believe, will leſſen the pain of 
what we feel. ſhall conſider both parts di- 
ſtinctly, and then conclude with ſome uſeful re- 
flections. | 


8 1 . You will obſerve the account which 
the Apoſtle gives of his paſt life, I have fought 
a good fight; I bave finiſhed my courſe; I have 


kept the faith, The Apoſtle undoubtedly al- 


ludes here to thoſe Gymnaſtick Exerciſes, fo fa- 
mous in all Greece, celebrated firſt at Olympza, 
near the city Elis in the Peloponneſus, now cal- 
led Morea: from whence they were called Olym- 

pick games, We have a diſtin account of this 
affair by a learned and able hand ©: ſome no- 


tion of which will be requiſite for underſtand- 


ing the propriety and force of the Apoſtle's ex- 
preſſions. 


The 
2 Vid. Weſt's Pindar; to which is prefixed a large diſ- 


? fertation on the Olympick Games. 
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The exerciſes or contentions uſed on thoſe 
occaſions, every fifth year, were running, 
leaping, wreſtling, horſe and chariot-racing, 
&c. which engaged the principal men of 
Greece in a competition of honour, and drew 
a vaſt concourſe of people together. The 
combatants prepared themſelves for thoſe 
trials of manhood with great temperance and 
application, They were obliged to appear at 
the city Elis thirty days at leaſt before the ce- 
lebration of the games. Here they exerciſed 
themſeves every day, ſometimes an whole 


day without intermiſſion, with the utmoſt 
trial of their patience and fortitude. And, 


before this, they exerciſed themſelves nine 
months in the ſchools of their own town or 
country.— There was alſo a Judge or preſi- 


dent appointed, to whom it belonged ro en- 


guire into the character of the Candidates, 
viz. whether they were freetnen, and Gre: 
cians; and clear from all infamous and im- 
moral ſtains: fo enguire into their qualifica- 
tions according to the otder preſeribed for 


thoſe exerciſes, viz. whether they had enter- 


ed their names in time, and duly prepared 


themſelves anſwerable to the dignity of thoſe 


ſolemnities. It was alſo his buſineſs, and 
thoſe who aſſiſted him to decide any diffe- 
rences, which might ariſe on thoſe occa- 
ſions; and finally to declare, who were the 
perſons to be proclaimed victors by the He- 
ralds.—— The reward given by the Judge 


was @ crown compoſed of the branches of a 
wild Olive, for the head; and a branch of 


Palm- 


— 


the great Support in Death. 9 
hy Palm- tte, for the hand. Thoſe were pub- 
e lick teſtimonies of the vior's worth and 
« merit, and followed by the acclamations of 
that numerous Aſſembly, and the congratu- 
* lations of particular friends. Sometimes a- 
© midſt their friends they returned to their own 


* country in a kind of triumph, enjoyed great 


e privileges and immunities, and were ever wal 
ter wards held in great honour.” 

To thoſe exerciſes: the Apoſtle alludes in 
many. paſſages of his Epiſtles, and particularly 
in the text, as appears from the race, or courſe e, 
the judge and the crown, The word tranſlated 


A 


fight f, is applicable to any of thoſe exerciſes, 


and the clauſe, I have fought a good. fight, might 
more properly be rendered, I have engaged or 
exerted myſelf in a good exerciſe. Thus he ſpeaks 
of a ſteady application to virtue and religion, 
exerciſe thyſelf to godlineſs 5, By uſing this ago- 
niſtical expreſſion he would inform us, that by 
ourown vigorous endeavours, in dependance upon 


divine aſſiſtance, and in conformity to the rules 


of the goſpel, which contains the laws of our 
Chriſtian exerciſe, we muſt ſecure the prize, the 
crown of immortality and bleſſedneſs. Upon a 
recollection: of things the Apoſtle's conſcience 
bore this teſtimony, that he had done ſo. And 
ſad will it be for every one of us, if when we 
come to die, we cannot ſay the ſame, that we 
have exerted ourſelves in a good exerciſe, that 
we have Jeſs our courſe, and kept the faith, 
here 

E Ag5 


f AY d. : 
. Cs i Tim, vi. 7. 


40 A good Conſcience, &c. 
here are three things which his conſci- 
ence witneſſed in regard to religion, via. 


His choice. 
His conſtancy, 
His fidelity, e 

FIRST. His choice; I have engaged or ex- 
erted myſelf in a good exerciſe. This contains 
his approbation of religion, notwithſtanding the 
difficulties and labours, which attended it. And 
indeed there is no defign ſo excellent, uſeful, 
and neceſſary; and in all views ſo worthy our 
choice and eſteem, as religion. It would carry 
us to the higheſt improvement of nature, and 
to the nobleſt poſſeſſion of happinels. 

If to know God, in his perfections and pro- 


vidence is excellent; if to know the treaſures 


of his covenant, and the methods, which his 
goodneſs has purſued in all ages for the relief 
and comfort of mankind, and diſcovered, with 
ſurprizing fulneſs and glory, in ſending his ſon 
to be our guide and ſaviour; if to be delivered 
from the confuſion of ſuperſtition and error, 


from the prejudices of ſenſe, and the power of 


corrupt examples and cuſtoms, be excellent, the 
records of our religion diſcover thoſe things ; 
divine and glorious truths, the foundation of 
moral agency, and the ſource of eternal life. 
pork is life eternal to know thee the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent *. A 


> Johan xvii, 3 


- <5 


If to be interefted in the virtue and power of 
this merciful conſtitution be more excellent than 
the mere knowledge of it. To he delivered 
from two of the greateſt Evils which can pof- 
ſibly affect us, viz. Sin and death, From fin 
by the aflurance of a pardon to the fincere peni- 


tent ; from death, by the promiſe of a glorious 
reſurrection to the truly pious. To be adorn- 


ed with all the virtues of religion, which ren- 
der us pleaſing to God, and uſeful to our fel- 
low-creatures. To be able to ſubdue our appe- 
tites, and govern our paſſions, and in conſequence 


of this be conſiſtent with ourſelves, and act in 


proportion to the ends of our Being. To have 
the witneſs within, that we are forming into a 
divine temper; and taſte the exalted 1 
of piety and benevolence. To have nothi 

fear from the diſpleaſure of God, rather to bis 


heve that we are guided by his wiſdom, and ſur- 
rounded by his power, as a ſhield, How excel- 
lent and amiable a character is this? How ho- 


nourable ; how ſatisfy ing are all the productions 
of real religion | in the ſoul! 

There can, certainly, be no deſign to engage 
us comparable to this. The projects of wealth, 


dominion and glory, are mean things in the 


compariſon: circumſcribed by narrow limits, 
and often embittered with painful reflections. 


The moſt ſenſual paradiſe is a barren waſte to 
this, and produces no fuch flagrant flowers. 
What avails it in thoſe circumſtances to pamper 


the body and ſtarve the mind? Or, as is gene- 
as the caſe of abandoned ſenſualiſts, to ſink 
B 2 in 


ak I . 
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in the underſtanding, as they enlarge their car- 


nal pleaſures? See how diſtonourable, how ab- 
ſurd, how baſe it is to make Teaſon an inſtru- 
ment to ſerve thoſe luſts, it was * to con- 
troul, and abominate. 

It was not then without reaſon, that the A- 
poſtle called religion a good exerciſe It is the 
wiſeſt and the beſt choice we can poſſibly make 
for ourſelves. It is 2 good part that ſhall never 
be taken from us. Let difficulties and labours 
be ſuppoſed to attend it, it is nevertheleſs pre- 
ferable to every other choice. It brings with it 
a good, that will recompence all our pains; it 
opens in the pious breaſt a ſpring of habitual 
comfort; and will end at laſt in a perfection 
of happineſs, 

There is one thing, ” it to be our beſt 


choice, that when men come to die, and make 


a truer judgment of things, they generally are of 
this mind. Did you never ſtand by the bed- 
fide of dying perſons? What has been the con- 
cern and grief of ſome ? What ſo much as this, 

that they have neglected religion, offended their 
creator, and deſpiſed the counſels of wiſdom ? 


Oh the pain and torture of that thought! What 


has been the occaſion of compoſure and reſigna- 
tion in others? Was it not the approbation of 
their conſciences? They made religion their 
care, and now it was their comfort. How re- 
viving a reflection in the laſt extremity of na- 
ture! “ All my life paſt, I have been engaged 
in 4 good exerciſe, J have endeayoured to 

e pleaſe 


i Luke x, 42, 
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the great Support in Death. 13 


ee pleaſe my Creator; to anſwer the ends of 


© my being, and render myſelf uſeful in every 
ce ſtation. For this I have poſtponed every o- 
ce ther intereſt; for this I have endured both 
* cenſure and Sufferings ; and now, upon a re- 


„ view, I ſee no reaſon to be diſſatisfied with 


« what I have choſen, only to be humbled 
< that I purſued it with no more delight and 
&« Zeal. This is my comfort, which outlives 
« all other comforts, and what I would not 
e part with now to gain a world.“ 


SECONDLY.... You may obſerve his con- 


ſtancy. I have finiſhed my courſe, i. e.“ I have 


„ perſevered in it, notwithſtanding the inter- 
ce ruptions and difficulties I met with. No diſ- 


“ courage ments could abate my zeal, or alter 


« my purpoſe, Still I perſiſted in my choice 
e and ran with patience the race that is ſet be- 
* fore me. This perſeverance is no more 
than neceſſary in a chriſtian, A courſe of vir- 


tue is certainly amiable and excellent; but then 


it is difficult, and will require our utmoſt at- 
tention and care. We muſt expect oppoſition 
both from within, and without: within, from 
the conflicts and ſtruggles of corrupt nature; 
without, if not from the fear of perſecution, 
yet from the number and power of dangerous 


temptations. 


Let a man try the experiment, and ſet him- 
ſelf in earneſt to become good, and he will find 


a i ſtrange e from the inſtincts and paſ- 


ſions 
K Heb. Xll, 1. 


14 A good Comſcience, &c. 
ions of animal nature, He muſt uſe all his 
caution and courage to avoid the deceitfulneſ; 
of ſin, and keep himſelf unſpotted from the world . 
He muſt ftrive againſt the powerful ſtream of 
example and cuſtom, and do one of the hardeſt 

things in the world, deny himſelf. 

It is not enough that a man runs well for 
the preſent, unleſs he runs on: becauſe the fame 
reafons which induce us to begin, equally en- 

us to continue in a way; and that 

which looked amiable at firſt, will be much 
_ by practice, ſo run that ye may ob- |! 

The ſcripture every where infiſts upon 
this conſtancy as our duty, As the race was to 
be finiſhed, before the crown could be clanned; 
fo the Chriſtian muſt perſevere and hold on to 
the end of life. We are then only made partakers 
of Cbriſt, when we bold the s. of our. 
confidence fledfaft unto the end. It is by a pa- 
fient continuance in well doing that we muſt arrive 
to eternal life * Our Saviour does not hide any 
difficulty from his friends, and therefore juſtly 
expects that when they have ſet their hands to -q 
tbe plongh, they ſhould not draw back. Such as, 3 
through indolence or fear, deſerted fo noble q 
a Cauſe, or ſhewed an inclination to a different 
courſe, are not far from betraying the intereſt 
of God and their ſouls, and therefore pro- 
nounced by our Saviour, not fit for the kingdom 


of God. 5 


| Jam. i, 29, 21 Cor. ix. 24. = Heb. iii. 14. 
* Rom, ii. 7. ? Luke ix, 62, 
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But then though religion requites all our 


ſtrength and zeal, we are not to ſtrive alone; but 
are to depend upon the aids and comforts of reh= 
gion; upon that ſrength wbich will be made per- 
felt in our weakneſs l. And how pleaſing muſt 


it be to us, as it was to the Apoſtle, to end our 


work and life together. 7 have fimſhed my 
„ courſe, I have perſiſted in my proper duty to 
< the beſt of my capacity all my life. No 
« day that paſſed but was a witneſs to my 
<«« picty and prayer: in the the morning to ex- 
« preſs my gratitude, in the evening my de- 
© pendance upon heaven. It was the pleaſure 
« of my life to do juſtice, love mercy, and 
« walk humbly with my God.” Such a teſti- 
mony of conſcience will revive more than all 
the cordials of nature, and leave a ſmile upon 
the countenance in the midſt of paleneſs and 
Horror, | 


THIRDLY... You ſee here his integrity 
and faithfulneſs, I have kept the faith. By his 
keeping the faith, he does not mean that his no- 
tions were always right; for though this be an 
important duty, and which every lover of truth 


will prize: yet this is a partial character, and 


may be ſeperate from any moral and virtuous 
influence, There is an holding the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs ®. There may be a knowing head, 
where there is a corrupt and rotten heart ; an elo- 


quent tongue and a fine addreſs, where there is 


a ſecret proſtitution of conſcience and virtue, 
En, | The 


22 Cor. xii. 9, r Rom, i. 18. 
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16 A good Conſcience, &c. 
The Apoſtle intends a more univerſal character 
of goodneſs, namely, his integrity and upright- 
neſs. He had kept the faith, i. e. according to 
the true meaning of the expreſſion *, he had 
been true to his profeſſion, faithful to his ma- 
ſter, and ſincere in his duty. He may be ſup- 
poſed to allude to the forementioned exerciſes, 
and the oath which the candidates took, that 
they had duely prepared themſelves, and would 
obſerve the laws of exerciſe *. Fa man ſtrive 
For the maſtery, be is not crowned, except he ſtrive 
lawfully a | - R 5 
The Chriſtian muſt expect the immortal 
crown on the terms ſettled by Chriſt himſelf, in 
this perſuaſion, . That no other foundation can be 
laid, than that which is laid, even Chriſt TFeſus 
the Lord. No temptations muſt ever warp 
him from his duty; none of the deceits of fin 
and the world, ever draw him to unfaithfulneſs 
or hypocriſy. He ſhould always defire and 
endeavour to be what he ought to be, 1. e. be 
fancere. . This is an amiable and univerſal prin- 
ciple of religion, and of the greateſt value in the 
fight of God. God has no where promiſed his 
preſence and favour to perſons, merely becauſe 
they are rich and powerful, of great. parts and 
learning ; but he has promiſed them to men of 
. uprightneſs 

* Typo Tiv Tis, in the Greek, and ſervare fidem in the 
Latin, ſignify to keep ones word or promiſe ; to be truſty 
and faithful, Polyb. paſſim. Cic. Orat. in Vatin, 6, 
Ter, Hecyr. 3. 3. 42. 


t Vid. Weſt's Diſſertation, &c. Sect. xv. 
22 Tim, ii. 5. w 1 Cor. iii. 11. 


the great Support in Death. 17 
rizhtneſs and integrity, whatever their ſtation or 
rank may be. 5 
This is a character ſo eſſential to all religion, 
that it ought to be clearly underſtood by us. 
It lies in this, right and good intentions accompany- 
ing all the actions of our lives. — Our intentions 
are the views and deſigns we propoſe to ourſelves 
in action.— They are right and good, when they 
are directed by a prevailing reverence and love 
of God; by the great ends of our being; by 
real benevolence to our fellow- creatures; and 
an hearty concern to promote truth, peace, e- 


8 


* 


quity and order in the world. When ſuch in- 1 
tentions prevail and govern us, though poſſibly 0 
mingled with ſome weakneſſes, frailties, and i 
miſtakes, they are, in an evangelical ſenſe, right. i 
The man hen is ſincere and upright, when he 
bares a conſtant and unalterable regard to the | 
great principles of truth, virtue and happineſs, 1 
ſo far as they are known to him. 1 
Pauſe here a little, O my ſoul, and recol- i 
c lect whether ſuch have been thy views, in L 
ce the ſervices of religion; in thy friendſhips and | 
<« relations, thy dealings and commerce with fl 
« mankind, Or have intereſt, ambition and il 
e appearances only been regarded. Thou canſt 
« reſolve this queſtion to thyſelf, and judge of ; 
* the morality of thy paſt conduct. Methinks jl 
© as J am viewing things in this light, nothing il 
* ſo contemptible as the civil compliment, the ; 
c i 


polite addreſs, the noiſy zeal, the officious 
friendſhip, the flowing tongue, the artful 

= © ſcheme, that is deſtitute of integrity, and 
| | C = got. 


— 


* 


* 


wy 


8 A Nobel Conference, Sc. 


« tectitude f intentions. Oh wat will be 
more ſurprizing in the laſt and great day of 


« 'the 'Lord, than ah exchange of Characters, 


« diffetent from what they ate here; When all 


diſguiſes will de pulled off, and every thing 


appear in its juſt ptopoftion and realliy.“ 


Let the reffection engage us to he the fame 
perſons now, and then; to be fire in all we 
ſpeak or act : or- to expreſs” it mote emphutical- 
ly in the language of 'the Apoſtle, to exerciſe 


 vur ſelves to have uhways a 'ronſcieate void o, o, 


Fence toward Go, and tourd men x. In ſuch 


2 diſpoſition we ſhall conſtantiy lean to the in- 


tereſts of truth, virtue and teligion, without 


wiſhing them - diffetent from what they are. 
Thus, for inſtance, repentunce foward God and 


Jaith toward o our Liyd Jeſus Chriſt ate given us, 
as the ſim of the Goſpel ?. An ' honeſt, up- 


right Chriſtian will pay a regard to the impor- 
tance of this paſſage ; be truly ſorry for his of- 
fences, and honbur the Saviour by a cheatful 
dependence and truſt. Holineſs and virtue are 
made exprelly neceſſary to our hope of heaven. 
Follow holineſs, without which no man. ſhall ſee the 
Lord. The fincere Chriſtian, who would not 
be deceived, will cultivate the moral temper ; 


the natural element of happineſs here, and the 


expreſs condition of enjoying the improvements 


of it above. He will admit nothing to corrupt 
fo plain a truth, or be admitted as an equiva- 
lent, to keep up his hope of heaven. The 

terms 


3 Acts xxiv. 16. y Acts xx. 21. 


* Heb, Xii. 14. 


8 


83 
— :--1 


* 
bt ; 
AF-S 
Ia 
oe 
- 

2 
bee?! 
= 
2 
E 
* 
5 So 
1 H 
3 
98 
8 
8 
* 
2 

* 

ne 

F 

f 


the great « Cubparh hs Death, 19 


terms of acceptance, as ſettled by Chriſt he re- 
ceives, he is thankful for, and purlues,! in all the 
forms of religion. 

Such an integrity has for its companion a 
ſenſe of divine favour. And in this connection 
miniſters the nobleſt aſure both in life 
and death. When ſtern death looks us in 
the face, and all help.is far from us, how revi- 

ving to be able to fay, I have kept the faith. 
I have been Bithfal and ſincere in the ſight 
« of God. It has been my chief care to pleaſe 
e him, though attended with much infirmity. 
&« Tt has been my greateſt pleaſure to do his 
« Will and ſecure his favour. And now I am 
going into an untried State, I have nothing to 
« fear from his power. I have every thing to 


* 


« expect from his goodneſs, his promiſe, his 


« covenant; from that word in which he bas 
* cauſed me to hope. And now, O Father of 
© Hercies, and God of grace, into thy handsT 


« commend my Spirit“ —1 proceed 


II. *. I'p 3 the Apoſtle's hope and 
expectation of future blefledneks Hencefortb 
there is laid up for me ꝗ crown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lard the rigbteous judge ſball give me 
at that day; and not to me only, but unto all them 
alþ that love bis appegring. Alluſive {till to the 
gymneſtick exerciſes, Where there was a judge; 3 
and to excite the emulation of the competitors, 


there were placed! in view on tables, the object 
C 2 of 
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the other incorru ptible ® 


| prize ©, hs 


20 A good Conſtience, &c. 
of their ambition, the olive crowns *, 
Chriſtian race obſerve 


in the 


The Reward. 
The Rewarder. 
And the T ime. 


FigsT... Obſerve the reward. Henceforth, 
i. e. baving finiſhed a ſucceſsful courſe of faith 


. and virtue, I have no more difficulties to ſtrug- 


gle with, nothing to do, but enjoy the reward, 
eminently ſtiled Salvation and eternal life. Tbere 
is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 

A crown was given the Olympick victors, 
and a crown will grace the ſuperior faith and 
virtues of a Chriſtian. But with this noble dif- 
ference ; the one was a leafy corruptible crown : 
the one was of merit, 
and therefore, avon the ſeveral competitors 
in each exerciſe, only one could receive it. They 
that run in a race, run all, but one recetveth the 
But the chriſtian crown is of free gift, 
which every fincere and virtuous believer may 
hope to enjoy, Which the Lord the righteous 
judge ſhall give, not to me only, but unto all them 
alſo that love bis appearing. Thus the excellen- 
cy and glory of the life to come is ſet forth. 
4 is a crown to denote vic roRY. In the laſt 

y, fin and death will lie vanquiſhed at the 
Cine s feet, and this the publick N 
of his riumph, 0 death where is thy fling ; O 

grave 


* Weſt's Diſſertation, &c. Sect. xvi. 
» 1 Cor. ix, 25, © Id. verſ. 24 
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the emblem of his integrity. 


_ the great Support in Death. 21 


grave where is thy victory! Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory, through our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt *.—It is a crown to denote FELICI- 
TY. And how great muſt that be, which re- 
ſults from a rectitude and perfection of our fa- 
culties; from a conſtant imitation of God, and 
free communications from his goodneſs; from 


the increaſing treaſures of knowledge, and rap- 
tures of praiſe. „„ 


It is @ Crown of righteouſneſs, expreſſive of 


the divine GooDNEss, benignity and favour, in 


delivering thoſe, who receive it, from fin and 
temptation ; from pain, ſuffering, and death. 


Thus righteous and merciful is God; thus 


faithful is the donor of this crown, not one of 
his promiſes has failed. He is not unrighteous 
to forget your work and labour of love. We 
through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteouſ- 


neſs, or Salvation, by faith *.—1t Is a crown of 


righteouſneſs, reſpective to the MoRAL TEM- 
PER of the receiver, for he that doth rigbte- 
ouſneſs is righteous 3. The reward will be in 
proportion to the nature and quality of our ac- 
tions. Not only will virtue be rewarded, but 
be a part of the reward itſelf. It is a virtuous 
happineſs that the Chriſtian will enjoy: for eve- 
ry one muſt receive the things done in the body, ar- 


cording to that he hath done bv. The Chriſtian's 


crown will be the token of his new nature, and 


How 
* 1 Cor. xv, 55, 57- * Heb, Vi. 10. 


Gal. v, 5, 1 John iii. 7. 2 Cor. v. 10. 


22 A good Conſcience, GC. 


How great the reward; what a Tuſtre in this 
crown! Thau Lord will bleſs the righteous i. 
Happy thoſe who have done with fin and for- 
row ; who have quitted our weeping world! 
« Methinks yonder they ſit in garments of the 
« pureſt light, They fmile upon us, and fay, 
* came up hither. See how they wave their 
palms, and point to their glittering crowns 
and robes, to animate us in Qur courſe, and 
« inſpire us with courage and conſtancy.” Be 
thou faithful to the * and vill give 
ther the croum of life *. 


„en cob v e You will obſerve the re- 
warder. Which Pe the Lard the righteaus 
Judge ſhall give me. There was a judge at the 
Olympick games to give the ſentence ; and al- 
lot the crown to the victors. The Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is our appointed Judge; and every way 
qualified for fuch an office. All pomer is given 
Him in heaven and earth; and his throne com- 
mands an univerfal proſpect. He obſerves the 
ſeveral racers here: who they are, that puſh on 
with vigour and reſolution ; and who, Aok! into 
indolence, eaſe and pleaſure, and fooliſhly pre- 
fer them to a Crown of immortality. 

He is the righteous judge, i. e. good, mer- 


ciful, the author of Salvation. This ig his name 


whereby be ſhall be called, the Lord our righte- 
ouſneſs, i. e. Salvation . It is a conſtituion of 
mercy, that we are under, or which he 1s = 
lite 

3 


1 Pfal. v. to, k Rev. ii. 10. Matt. xxviii. 18. 
m Jer. xxlii. 6. Heb, v. 9. 
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the great Support in Death. 
life and head. Now 4t will appear ee 
ſuch, when Ohriſt will give a reward ſo much 


beyond the proportion of the ſervice; or the de- 


fert of the victors. Religion brings with it ſo 
many advantages, as to make it our jpreſent in- 
tereſt; how much greater muſt it appear, when 


it ſhall be crowned with eternal life ? — He 4s 


the righteous Fudge, i. e. juſt and equitable. He 
will junge the: world inrighteouſneſs, by that man, 
-whom be hath ordained. No partial reſpects 


-will affect this judgment ſeat. The ſcrutiny 
will be exact; the evidence full and clear; and 


the ſentence impartial. There will be no cleap- 
ing; no diſguiſing at this great aſſize. Me 
muſt all appear before the Judgmentſeat .of 
Chrift ®. 


1 am chinking how it will add to the. pleaſure 
of receiving this crown, that it will came with 
the heart, which once glowed with kind and 
generous paſſions towards ſinners: and from 
thoſe very hands, which were once nailed to the 
croſs. Chriſt, the judge, is now the engaging 
object of the Chriſtian's love, and then he will 


receive the crown from him, as the pledge of 
an n immortal friendſhip. 


Tn; .. You will obſerve the time, 
thei happy ſeaſon when this crown will be given, 
viz. at his appearmg. This was ſpoken of be- 
fore, I charge thee before God, and the Lord Fe- 


* Chriſt who ſhall judge the quick and the dead | 


at 


v Acts xvii, 31. * 2 Cor. v. 10: 
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Fo ITS. good Conſcience, &c. 


at his appearing and kingdom d Then, when 


the judgment of the whole world will 
commence, and Chriſt will appear in all his 
royalty and glory, then will the crown be re- 


ceived, That great, important day, which will 


be uſhered in with the utmoſt ſolemnity. All 
nature in - conſternation and agony, Angel-He- 
ralds opening the ſcene; the trump of God a- 
wakening the dead, all the tribes of men 
crowding, with different paſſions, into one aſ- 
ſembly; that is the time fixed for their corona- 
tion. That notable day of the Lord, when he 
will appear, to the terror of ſome, in flaming 
Fre taking vengeance on the diſobedient: to the 
joy of others, f be glorified in his Saints and 
admired in all them that believe 3, . 
Then, when the wicked ſhall be thruſt into 
darkneſs and miſery ; and receive the dreadful 
recompence of thoſe ſins, which no warnings, 
no intereſt, or even experience could keep them 
from ; then will he put the crown upon the 


heads of the virtuous and good, faying, Come 


ye bleſſed of my Father inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you *, Then will he own them, in 


the moſt publick manner, as his friends; then 


direct them to mingle with his ſhining train, 
that with their crowns on their heads, they 


might in one full chorus ſhout his return to 
glory. So ſhall they be ever with the Lord”, 


in conſummate bliſs, 


It 


ver. I. *2 Thell. i. 8. Matt. xxv. 34. 


21 Theſſ. iv. 17. 
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the great Support in Death. 25 
It muſt certainly add to the joys of this day, 


that all other good Chriſtians will ſhare in the 


honours of it which be will give not to me only, 


but unto all them alſo, who love his appearing ; 


who were engaged in the ſame cauſe of real 
religion, and waited for the coming of Chriſt. 


Here, I know not how, the friends of religion 


live too much ſtrangers to one another; and 


are ready to (hut up the kingdom of heaven 


with the private key of opinions and forms, 
which they would have in their own keeping. 


Hereafter they will know and rejoice, that Hea- 


ven is a common Salvation *, for all, who love our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity. Then they will 
have all one heart; and a growing benevolence 
reign in every pious breaſt ; then they will feel 
it an addition to their happineſs to ſee others 
happy.—Nothing remains but 


The Application 


Of this ſubject to ſome practical uſes of life 
and religion, 

! .... From the ſubject, we have been con- 

fidering, we may learn ſomething of zhe preſent 

fate and deſignation of a Chriſtian, Unleſs we 


attend to this, and fix in our minds ſome gene- 


ral view and deſign of life, we ſhall grope like 
men in the dark, and uſe the next means, that 
come to hand, without confidering their fitneſs 


and proper tendency, Hence moſt of our dif- 


D ficulties, 


Jude ver. 3. 
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wilt live, when thy body is mouldering in 


Where our foreſight, when We are born to be 


immortal crown, then to become ſecure or ſin- 


4 vod Conſcience, &c. ; 
"8 and diſappointments. Theſe teflec- . 
tions ſeem to riſe parurally out of the ſubject. 3 


1 That this world is preparatory to another, 
So much we may conclude from the capacity 
and conſtitution of human nature, that we were 
originally deſigned for an exiſtence beyond this 
World, Whence thoſe large capacities; ; that 
boundleſs proſpect of knowledge and virtue be- 
fore us; whence that pleaſing hope of immar- 
tality? Such Beings muſt be defigned for a 
longer duration, than that which lies between 
the cradle and the coffin. But if we will not- 
winding confine our ptoſpects, we ſhall 
for not 2 95 ſo much as ſome preſent good, 
900 45 nothing ſo much as ſome diſappoint- 
ment in our reſent meaſyres. Thoſe will be 
the things 5 which will engroſs all our 
thoughts. 
Thou art, Man, an immortal Being. Thou 


the duſt; when thy fortune is transferred to 
new poſſeſſors; when the world ſhall be all in 
flames, and mortal things no more. Where is 
our wiſdom to ſettle in tranſitory things, and 
make no proviſion. for ourſelves in ſuch events? 


probationers for Eternity, and candidates for an 


ful, and loſe our intereſts in both worlds. 
Death may come too ſoon for us, to convince 
us of our folly ; but perhaps too late to correct 
it. It muſt then be our duty to live in the 
views 
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views of another world, that we may r . 
our palſag e to it: to Be virtuous and g00 for 
then we ſhould have ho conſequences to fear, 


Under the difpoſals of an infinitely wiſe and 
good Being. 


2.) There is no petting to heaven without ſome 
pains. We muſt tun, and ſtrive, and exert 


1 for the crown, before we can obtain 
Life is ſubject to great varieties; here the 
hay is rugged ; there a ſtorm blows hard ; yon- 
ef 4 fleep aſcent muſt be climbed, God ſaw 
that ache a ſtate was neceſſary for the diſcipline 
and nurture of our faith and virtue: that reli- 
on might appear to be the reſult of our choice; 
5 not the mere effect of education, cuſtom, 
or fear. In ſuch a ſtate we have need of all 
our wiſdom and fortitude; we have reaſon to 
fecure the aids of divine grace; that we might 
preſerve oar integrity; and that our virtue, 
when tried, might not be overthrown. 
I know not how it is, we are loth to think 
of labour and difficulty, though it be in the 
way to heaven. We would have all privilege 


and grace, without duty; we would reach the 


crown without the exerciſe. But, my friends, 
this is not conſiſtent with the preſent ſyſtem of 


providence, We muſt labour to attain good, 


and reſiſt evil: we muſt exert ourſelves to cor- 
rect the! im ulſe; of ſenſe and appetite, and do 
not think this can be done without ſome trou- 


ble. Every man has his ſhare of difficulty, and 


I am ready to think, thoſe who have the leaſt, 
D 2 | are 
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WW good Conſcience, &c. 
are the moſt .unhappy ; ; becauſe they are ſo 


much the more in danger of running into in- 


dulgence, eaſe and ſecurity. 

Decei /e not yourſelves, We muſt rive to 
enter the ſtrait gate; we muſt work out our 
Salvation, with a proper concern, with fear and 


trembling *, leſt after all we ſhould come ſhort. 


Never expect a falvation that coſts you no- 
thing. You were never ſent into the world to 


amuſe yourſelves with vanity; never born to 


live in a rapture: but this is the character of 
your nativity, and might be eaſily calculated 


from univerſal experience ; you are born to trou- 


ble as the ſparks fly upwards v. The kingdom 
of heaven now, as well as formerly, muſt be 
taken by force v; by patience, by ſelf. denial, 
by mortifying corrupt affections, by cultivating 


all the virtues of religion. 'You will find this 
diſtaſteful to fleſh and blood, and that it will en- 
gage you in a powerful conflict. 


However, this you have for your encourage- 
ment, that if you vigorouſly and ſincerely exert 
yourſelves, you will be well ſupported. You 
will have God, and your conſciences on your 


fide, and then I think, you can defire no 


greater comfort, and want no better defence. 
Fear not, for thoſe that are with us, are more 
than they, that be againſt us“. 


J 7 bat which is the ſupport of a Chriflian in 
chath muſt be 1 honour and glory in I. ife, name- 


ly, 


* Luke xiii. 24. — Phil. ii. 12. z Job v. 7- 
Mat, xi, 12, 2 2 Kings vi, 16, | 
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ly, the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and the 

| lively hope of divine favour. Death is a very 
trying circumſtance, and will awaken all the re- 
flections of ſelf-intereſt, and ſelf-concern, Then 
the deceits of fin and the world will have leſs 

power to impoſe upon us, and we ſhall be more 
capable of making a truer judgment of things. 

What do men, in that hour, think of the 
world ? They call it a trifle, not worthy the 
labour of an immortal mind. What do they 
think of fin? Ah! this gives them all their un- 
eafineſs, and pain. What is their ſupport ? 4 
Not their dignity or wiſdom ; not their friend- i 
ſhips or wealth: but a good conſcience, and a 0 
lively hope. _ 1 5 
Our living thoughts and reſolutions ſhould be 

the ſame as our dying ones. We ſhould never | 
proſtitute conſcience to popularity, or gain; or ; 

fell our integrity to gain a livelihood. Would a 
man do ſo, if he was going to die? No—The 
dying man's abhorrence ſhould be ours ; and his 
wiſh our choice. If we would act a wiſe and 
a juſt part we ought to be in life, what we our- 
ſelves ſhall wiſh we had been, when we come 
to leave the world. Then life would be uni- 
form, and go on with regular and ſteady mo- 
tions, We ſhould be honoured in life, and 
ſupported in death; our end would be peace, 
and all conſequences in our favour, 


4.) Eis nothing done for us, or without us; 
but ſomething within, that conſtitutes true reli- 
gion. In the gymnaſtick exerciſes the conten- 

tion 
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to ſtrive, to ſtrive lawfully, i. e. by fuch & con- 


56 Ao good Conſcience; cc. 
tion Wis personal. There was no thntlidg, or 
wieftling by proxy; no ſeeüring the etöwen by 


the merits of other combatarits, So it is in re- 


ligion, Our perſondl holineſs and virtue are 
rieceſfity to Heaven. 27 have your fruit unts 


 boliteſs, and the end everlaſting life. The mo- 
ral change, or divine image muſt be wrought 


ints the vety frame of the Sout, or we ſhall 
want both a diſpoſition and title to happineſs. 
The carnal bjafs muſt be altered; the corrupt 
affections ſuldued; the diſeaſe of our nature 
heated; and all 6ur reliſhes virtuous, otherwiſe 
our Chriſtianity will ail ns nothing. 


No outward penannces; no ſolemn abſolu- 


tions; no ſacraments, or church upon earth, can 
give us the hope of heaven, whilſt we remain 
This them maſt be our reſolution 


verſation as becometh the goſpel of Chrift 5, and 
by purſuing ſuch views, as he has called us to, 
even virtue and glory ©, Every other courſe 
will bring us into contempt in this world, and 
into condemnation in the next. 


T | 
H. .. There is another view of the tert, 
that is conſolatory. It looks with a kind aſpect 
vpon all the friends of feligion. The example 
is illuſtrious, the end happy. 


1.) N encourages go0d Cbriſtian to Ive more 


by faith. What object ſo fair and inviting as a 


crown 
Rom. vi. a2. Phil. i. 27. 2 Pet. i. 3. 
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crown of righteouſneſs. We meet with many 
difagrecable occurrences in life; enough to 
convince us that our Reſh is nat and cannot be 
here, becauſe it is polluted *; polluted with a 
Foe both of the evil of w and of fin. 


rovidence deſigned that we ſhould meet with 
ach proofs of our imperfection, on purpoſe to 
raiſe our thoughts and expectations to another 
ſtate, Now by your profeſſion you have cho- 
ſen another treaſure, Have not, your ſouls aid, 
with deliberation and ſolemnity 1 5 Lord is my 


Þ» © ns = 


and hope 2ppropriate the obj ect? What have 
you to do with, mud and ** who. are ſeeking 
the ſtars? View the radiant crown. The day 
is coming when! it will be yours; when it will 
be as freely given, as freely purchaſed by the 
Redeemer. 9 7 heh: comfort 8 flow 


happineſs; do, you ſecure the. * Let 
others derive their conſolation from creatures; 
but you from the wells of ſalvation. In this 
you, will ſecure your honour, as well as inte- 
reſt : for be aſſured, that it is a, greater honour 
to have your names written in the book of life, 
than in the records of fame: to be rich in faith 
and good works, than paſſeſs the dignity and 
wealth of a kingdom. Lazarus in his pover- 
ty and ſores may be an object of compaſſion; 
but if we. follow, him to Abrabamis boſom, we 

muſt 

$ Micah ii, 10,  ©Z Plalm cxix. 57. 


32 A good Conſcience, &c. 
muſt view him with reſpet and gratulation. 
Paul in his labours and chains may be thrown 
into a ſhade ; but ſee him in the text rejoycing 
in the nearneſs and importance of his crown, and 
who would not exchange his beſt condition 
with him. The end crowns the work. When 
the finiſhing is glorious, the conduct muſt be 
wiſe and prudent and honourable. Here the 
end itſelf is a crown of righteouſneſs, and the 
conduct guided and ſupported by a ſteady faith; 
or ought to be ſo. 


2.) 1t ſbould unite the hearts of all evo Chrif: 
tians more cordially to one another. Different 
ſentiments and forms may be confiſtent with 
integrity and the favour of God; but enmity, 
anger, and mahice are really deſtructive to both. 


_ Chriſtians are profeſſors of love and peace; 


they are related to the ſame head, intereſt, and 
end, and therefore ſhould maintain fellowſhip 


of love. They ſhould beware leſt ſome little in- 
cidents ſhould make a breach upon their at- 


fections, and that grow into a wide, unfriendly, 


diſhonourable diſtance. 


Conſider the example i in the text, and that 


will ſhew you the i impropriety of ſuch a con- 
duct. The Apoſtle is pleaſed to think, that he 
is not the only victor to be crowned, He was 
not ſo ſelfiſh as to apprehend, that his own hap- 
pineſs would be the preater, by having it all to 
himſelf, The generous paffion glowed in his 
breaſt; warmed and enlarged it, to congratu- 
late the happineſs of others. Ip ich he will 


give 
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give not to me only; but to all them a 6, that 


love: his appearing. An inſtance of ſocial good- 
neſs, that ſhould incline us to love like bre- 


thren, and live together, as heirs of the lame 


n and * 


) Here is a thought, that would bri gbten the 
dark ſcenes of death, and reconcile us to a diſſolu- 
tron, A reluctancy at death, ſo natural to us, 
reſults from that powerful dictate of ſelf-love, 


and ſelf-preſervation, which God has implanted. 


in us. We ſee however, on many occaſions, 
that a love of fame and glory, for inſtance, 
ſhall ſubdue this reluctancy, and raiſe men a- 
bove their natural fears. But that which gives 
death, to a conſiderate mind, its moſt ſhock- 
ing form, is fin. This revives the impreſſions of 
Deity ; of a moſt righteous and holy judge; 
and this fills us with a fear and dread of future 
conſequences. The ſting of death is fen. 

But if, when we look death in the face, our 
conſciences bare us a good teſtimony; if our 
minds are uncorrupt, and there appears no ſtain 
upon our integrity, what a noble firmneſs will 
it give the mind, and fill us with a divine plea- 
ſure, that ſhall render us ſuperior to our natural 
fears ? An ill conſcience ſubjects a man to a 
mean cowardice and fear; and cauſes him to 
fly at the very phantom of danger: whilſt a_ 
conſcious. virtue faces a real danger, and em- 
boldens with reſolution, as it approaches. The 

508 wic ted 


ſ x Cor. xv. 56. 


34. 'A'gord Conſeience, &c. 

wicked flee when no man purſueth ; but the righ- 
zeous are bold as a hon . How much will this 
be improved by having the conſequences of dy- 
ing happily ſecured to us? To be able then to 


ſee our intereſt in God and his covenant: to 


view the crown, the boundleſs happineſs, as 
our own, and which we ſhall ſhortly poſſeſs ; 
how will it almoſt tempt us to invite death on; 
at leaſt to bid it welcome, as the meſſenger of 
peace ; the charm to reſt; the inlet to glory? 
Conſcious of the divine preſence, David could, 
without dejection, paſs through thoſe diſmal 
Shades. Though I walk through the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me, thy rod and thy flaff they comfort me b. 


4.) The ſubjeft affords us certain comfort, un- 


der the loſs of our good friends, Nature and 
friendſhip may have twiſted the bands of af- 
fection ſo cloſely together, as to make a ſepe- 
ration painful: as to render that very thought 
the more afflictive, which ſhould alleviate our 


ſorrow, viz. their delightful, uſeful, and de- 


fireable ſociety. If we have been fo long hap- 
py in their friendſhip, ſhould we not be thank- 
ful for the advantage, and think with pleaſure, 
that wherever they are, however diſpoſed of, 
it muſt be all well with them? | 

We grieve to think they are taken from us. 


But ſtay a little——Have they not had their 


conflicts and their ſufferings ; and will you envy 
them their reſt? They have fought a good fight, 


Prov. xxviii. 1. Pſalm xxili. 4. 


they 


er ccng 
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the great Support in Death. 35 
they have finiſhed their courſe ; they have kept | 
the faith: They have approved their faithful- 
neſs and integrity to God, and, ſhall we think N 
it much, that they are gone 10 their. triumph 
e, Crt air * 

What—— ſhall we thus underyalue their pi- 
ous labour; reverſe their prayers; and with 
them not to have attained, what they longed 
for, and breathed after? If we believe all is 
well with them, we have reaſon to acquieſce 
in their removal; yea rejoice, and follow the 
aſoended ſaints with our acclamations. How 
pleafrg the thought, that vildk bey igd, it 
was to be uſefy] ; and when they died, it was 
to be happy. For me ſo live is Cbriſt and to 


. « h 
die is gain. indes ien yeb 1 


N 4 1 V * — F 
* s, * 97 * 1 , 2 ; , FE s * 
4 LO 16] IS | FE Hern BY JN 
p* 


900 


LY 
* * * — * TY C2 


111. . . We thall make one. uſe more of the 
text, which the » preſent providence points out, 
namely, 70 improve the death, which occafioned 
my diſcourfing upon it. It was the deſire of 
your deceaſed Paſtar, that both his life and 
death might be uſeful to you. In my reflec» 
tions here, I muſt neceſſarily confider him in 
his pablick ſtation ; and may be allowed to ſay, 
what all knew, who were acquainted with 
him, that he was a;perſon of great faithfulneſs, 
and integrity; one heartily concerned to pro- 
mote the life and power of real religion. 


Now from this providence, obſerve i 
SEU e I.) That : 


3 ˙— 


36 
a e 
None are too buſy; too uſeful, too good or 
learned to die; but they may be too unptepar- 
ed. *© This death gives me a view of the frail- 
« ty of human nature; I ſee what is the end 
de of all men, and I, whom am living, ſhould 
* Jay it to heart. A faithful miniſter of Jeſus 
« Chriſt is dead. How invaluable is the ſea- 
« ſon of grace; how happy an advantage to 
« have the word: of reconciliation ! I enjoy the 
© moſt merciful and effectual ſcheme, that 
ever the world ſaw, for promoting truth, 
virtue, and happineſs. Should I not lay 
« hold on the occaſion,” whilſt it continues? 
This day hath its evening, and thoſe, that 
would aſſiſt me in improving it, are mortal. 
Should I not then wiſely, conſider my advan- 
tie tages, and ſecure ſome benefit from them, be- 
5 fore they are quite gone, I muſt now ex- 
pect to ſee a new face in this pulpit, and in 
a little time other hearers will appear in 
« thoſe ſeats. Will not ſuch a reflection 
« quicken me in my courſe?” © 
'- *Tis a melancholy thing to be fo taken, and 
engaged by this world, as to forget 7hat, into 
which we are haſtning, Sad it is to ſleep or 
ſin away our privileges, and then begin to be 
wife, when life is almoſt gone, The reflec- 
tion will be keen, to think we were once hap- 
Py in ſuch advantages: but it will ſmart and 
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wound more deeply, to think we might have 
been happy for ever. 2 


2.) Though miniſters die, the goſpel lives. Bleſ- 
ſed be God for this. When the glory of man 


fades as a flower, the word of the Lord endureth 
for ever, and this is the word, that by the goſpel 

is preached unto you. Miniſters are men of like 
paſſions, and frailty with others; ſubject to the 
ſame law of death. We have this treaſure in 
earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God *, The veſſel is brittle and may 
be broken ; bt the treaſure will not be loſt. 
Miniſters may be ſilent; but the goſpel calls; 
the under-ſhepherds may be ſmitten; but 
Chriſt the chief ſhepherd lives. He lives to 
guide, and provide for his church, and does it 
with the ſame tenderneſs and affection, as 
when on Earth. Let us prize, my friends, the 
goſpel, as a jewel, and aſſert the free uſe of it, 
as our birth-right: but remember we ſhall 
do neither to any purpoſe, till the power of its 
truths appears both in heart and life. 

Our paſſions are often placed, and indulged 
abſurdly enough. We are apt to fear things, 
that can do us no hurt; and to grow fond of 
things, that can do us no good, But here is an 
object that we cannot affect too much, becauſe 
it involves in it our beſt intereſt; nor fear the 
abuſe or loſs of it too much, becauſe it draws 
after it divine diſpleaſure. In living the goſ- 


pel, we ſhall ſnew a proper regard both to our 


duty 
1 Pet. i. 24. * 2 Cor. iv. 7, 
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duty and happineſs. It will miniſter to us 
light, direction, and comfort; and point out 


the ſhorteſt way to the crown of righteouſneſs, 


3.) Your Miniſter now having finiſhed his 
courſe, and labours amongſt you, it is a proper 
time for a little recollection; to confder your 
moral ſtate, and bow he has left you God=ward. 
here are two forts of perſons, who are 
concerned to make a right uſe of this provi- 
dence, 890 Mi 


Firſt, Thoſe who have received any benefit 


from his minifiry. You, that have been ani- 
mated and warmed in your Chriſtian courſe ; 


who have felt the refreſhings of heavenly light, 
and been enabled to taſte and ſee that the Lord 
is gracions; you ſhould be thankful to God, 
that he ſent an inftrament to confirm your 
faith and piety. You, that have been awak- 
ened and convinced of your ſin; you that have 


been reclaimed to the wiſdom of the juſt, 


and I rejoice tos find that God has, in any 
meaſure, owned him this way amongſt you; 
your duty is to remember how you have received, 


and heard; and bold faft '*, Your race is not 


yet ended ; your warfare is not yet accompliſh- 
ed: go on proſperouſiy in the ſame courſe, till 


you arrive to a more perfect light, and eſta- 


bliſhment. And may the God of all grace bleſs 
the ſeeds of piety and virtue ſown here, by 

as 4 
l Rev. ili. 3. | 
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the hand of my Friend; and * them into a 
full harveſt of glory. 


| Secondly, Thoſe who are yet in their fins, 
hardened and ſecure, You have this fad re- 
fietion to make under this providence ; that 
you have loft a faithful guide and monitor, 
and at a time when there 1s the greateſt dan- 
er of your continued ſecurity; for iniquity a- 
bounds and the love of many waxeth cold ®, Sin 
formerly had ſomething of ſhame and reſerve, 
they that were drunken were drunken in the 
night ". Now it is practiſed without any diſ- 
guiſe or remorſe; and the politeſt ways inven- 
ted to waſte the conſcience, and ruin virtue. 
Such is the progreſs that vice has made amongſt 
us of late, that I have been ready to queſtion 
whether miracles would be ſufficient to reclaim 
us. Men's prejudices may riſe to ſuch an 
height, as to be able to reſiſt this teſtimony of 
divine power, f they will not hear Moſes and 
the prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, neither 
will they be perſuaded, though one roſe from the 
dead. Perhaps God deſigns more terrible 
means of conviction. _ 
O Sinners, think of your danger from the 
times you live in. One friend more is gone, 
that would gladly have awakened you out of 
your ſecurity. Think of your hazardous con- 
dition; your dangers increafing, and your helps 
leſſening. Will it have any effect to point out 


the 


m Mat. XKiv, 12, 1 The, v. 7. 
* Luke xvi. 31. 
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40 A good Conſcience, &c. 

the immortal crown to you? And does it not 
appear worthy of your choice and purſuit? 
* If thoſe, who engaged in vreſtling and 
* running, could ſeverely deny themſelves, for 
© the ſake of victory; ſhall not we, under a 
© better inſtruction, ſhew our reſolution and 
* conſtancy, for the ſake of a nobler prize ?.” 


* 


Much of your race is before you; you muſt 


now apply vigorouſly, and without any more 
delay. The conſequences of your neglect will 
be, an unworthy return to your Saviour; the 
greateſt unkindneſs that you can poſſibly ſhew 
yourſelves, and expoſing yourſelves at laſt to 
the anger of God, which you cannot avoid, 
nor yet endure 3. Make haſte and delay not 

2 to 


P "Or uv ape vinns Svera mdAns 0 pb Hh, 3%; Tv Toiz)wv, 
ET0Apul0 uv ane xc +di. 
Ts01 fp, 0A Kxanhatorv®- gera vun. 5 

5 | -1.: Pat. de deg. IR. 

As I was compoſing this diſcourſe (Feb. 8. about half 
paſt 12 ) J felt very ſenſibly the ſhock of an earthquake. 
Our foundation is in the duſt, and how eaſily can that be 
ſhaken. This was a ſudden and ſurpriſing inſtruction from 


the natural world, and commands a reſpectful fear of 


God; and gratitude too, that what has proved fatal to 
thouſands ſhould be attended with no bad conſequences to 
us. It proceeded no doubt from the operation of natural 
cauſes; but natural cauſes are in the hands of God, and he 
can make them the inſtruments of his vengeance upon a 
ſinful world; or warnings of ſeverer judgments in reſerve, 
to puniſh thoſe, who are incorrigible in their Sins. Our 


e ſpeaks of famines, and peſtilences, and earthquakes 
| 


divers places, as the beginning of ſorrows, Matt. xxiv. 
7; 8, Plainly intimating, that ſuch events in the natural 
| world, 


* Since which a more violent ſhack was felt March 8, 


35 minutes paſt five in the morning. 
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to keep his commandments,, and. you have no- 
thing to fear from bis power. 


4.) And laſtly; you will now have another 
opportunity of ſhewing your regards to Chriſt's 
honour and intereſts in the world, in the 

choice of a ſucceſſor to your deceaſed paſtor. 

This, I think, you ought to look upon as one 

of the moſt ſolemn actions of your lives, in 

5 > OW which 


and changes in the moral world. Good men will make 
proper reflections on ſuch events, and derive ſomething 
from them, to nouriſh their faith, ſtrengthen their hope; 
and increaſe their reverence and veneration of God. Sinners 
too ſhould learn from thence to fear God; his awful majeſty, 
and power. In his hands we are as nothing, who can thus 
make our foundations totter, in a moment convert our 
houſes into heaps of ruin, and arm the meaneſt of his crea- 
tures againſt us, Heteafter, can ſinners fo lightly uſe his 
great adoreable name; and ſport with the terror of plagues 
and damnation: hereafter, can they mingle with every idle 
ſtory, the faith, the blood and wounds of his fon? Shall 
nothing ſacred eſcape their imprecating rage? VV hat is this 
leſs than to inſult and defie the Almighty God; run upon 
the thick boſſes of bis buckler, Job xv. 26. and dare him to 
do his worſt ? See how many convincing proofs there are 
of his eternal power in the creation, Rom. 1. 20, but we 
have been accuſtomed ſo long to thoſe wonderful appear- 
ances, that we are unimpreſſed by them. If God ſteps out 
of the uſual courſe of things; if a comet blazes in the air, 
or an earthquake ſhakes our dwellings, the mo? determined 
finners in Zion are afraid, Their hearts tremble within 
them, and melt away. The danger over; they return to 
their old ſecurity, profane every awful name, repeat their 
criminal pleaſures ; and again provoke, and tempt the un- 
equal war. Would we but preſerve our integrity and vir- 
tue in the courſe of our lives, we ſhould ſtand upon a foun- 
dation firmer than the mountains, nor fear the ſhock of 
evil tidings, Pſalm cxii, 7. A truly good man may, with firm- 
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which both you and yout poſterity will be inte- 
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his worſhip without indifferency, Now it will 


appear, what you can do with God by your 


prayers, and what you will do for God by 
your intereſt. 7. age eien Y 


When this affair comes under conſideration, 


you ought in the firſt place to aſk counſel of 


God. You ſhould conduct your deliberations 


without 


neſs, behold the laſt amazing ſcenes; the heavens rolling a- 
way in thunder; earthquakes ſhaking the very center of 
the earth ; and hear unmoved the tremendous crack of diſe 
ſolving worlds. 3 | 
Juſtum et tenacem propoſiti virum 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 
Non vultus inſtantis ty ranni 


8 Mente quatit ſolidà; neque Auſter, 


Dux inquieti turbidus Adriae: 
Neu fulminantis magna Jovis manus. 
Si fractus illabatur orbisz _ 
Impavidum ferient ruinae. 


Hor, Od. III. 3. 1. 


He who by principle is \way'd, 
| In truth and juſtice ſtill the ſame ; 
Is neither of the crowd afraid, 
Though civil broils the ſtate inflame ; 
Nor to a haughty Tyrant's frown will ſtoop, 
Nor to a raging ſtorm, when all the winds are up. 


Should nature with convulſions ſhake, 
Alarm'd with thunder from above; 
The final doom, and dreadful crack, 


Cannot his ſolid virtue move. 


King. 
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without partiality or anger: ftee from a party 


ſpirit, or an affectation of friendſhip. May God 
unite and direct you, as he hath hitherto done. 
I conclude all with the prayer of Moſes for his 
ſucceſſor, May the Lord, the God of the Spi- 
rits of all fleſh, ſet à man over this congrega- 
tion, which may go in and out before them, That 
the congregation of the Lord be not as ſheep which 
have no fhepberd * Which God grant of his 
infinite mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 
Annen. 9 1 


* Numb. xxvii. 16, 17. | 
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BOOKS Sold by J. Noox, 


4. WO large Practical Erammars; the one of the 

GREEK ; the other of the LATIN 
Tongue, drawn up on the ſame Plan, and both in Engliſh : 
Eſtabliſhed upon rational Principles, and Claflical Altho- 
rities, with a large Explanation of Elliptical Conſtructions 
in both Languages; and of Diale& in the Greek, and the 
Uſes of the Prepoſition in the Latin Vocabularies and pro- 
per Indexes. In Two Volumes, Second Edition. 

N. B. Both theſe Grammars are defi 2 as a ſufficient 
Collection of grammatical Learning for the Affiſtance of Scho- 
lars in the upper Claſſes; or Gentlemen, who would revive 
their Acquaintance with thoſe Languages. 

II. The Accidence of Words, inthe Latin Tovgue! Sod s a” 
new Syntax in one Sheet, with the Ellipſis under each Rules 

III. Rhetoric or Principles of Oratory, with two Chap- 
ters, the one on MEMORY ; the other on PRO- 
NUNCIATION, reſpecting the Geſture, and 
Voice. Of Style; ſome Paſſages tranſlated; An Ac- 
count of Demoſthenes and Cicero, &c. &c. 


